United States announces containment

· Harry Truman as President of the United States. Josef Stalin as dictator of the USSR. Winston Churchill as Prime Minister of Great Britain.

· Stalin and the Soviets had tried to step forward with domination over Europe and the spread of communism. The first event that had led to America's announcement of containment was when the Soviet Union did not pull out of Iran when it had promised to, and had actually encouraged Iranian communist revolts. Eventually after much negotiations the Soviet Union and all other nations had pulled all troops out of Iran. The second event that led to the United States announcement for containment was when the Soviet Union had sent troops into Turkey to try to take over the country, which would cut off vital shipping routes between Africa and Europe. In addition to Iran and Turkey the communists attempted to takeover Greece, however when Greece asked Truman for help when Britain was pulling out of Greece, Truman now feared that Stalin would take over Greece if he did not react. This is when the Truman Doctrine was formed, where aid would be sent to Greece and Turkey to help help protect these two countries against Stalin and make sure the Soviets spread no further.

· The United States had announced their policy of containing Soviet expansion on March 12, 1947 and had promised that they would send aid to Greece and Turkey. This announcement was backed by George Kennan's document as being a justifiable action for the United States to take against the USSR.

· The United States had promised containment of Soviet expansion in Iran in 1945-1946, Turkey in 1945-1946, and Greece in 1947. These events had led to significant development of the Cold War because it had only increased tension between the United States and Soviet Union because the United States wanted Europe to have free, democratic countries and the Soviet Union wanted to expand its communist empire. With the United States attempting to contain Soviet expansion, it had only strengthened the Spheres of Influences that the United States and USSR had.

· The American announcement of Soviet containment occurred because the Soviet Influence had endangered Iran, Turkey and Greece's sovereignty and independence and risked the many economic ties between Europe and these countries, especially with Iran's oil fields and Turkeys shipping routes between the Mediterranean and Africa.

· This brings tension to the Soviet-American relationship because Stalin now has to deal with  the United States and the Truman Doctrine providing aid to the nations that he is trying to take over. This proves to Stalin that Truman will take action against him if he tries to attack a nation that wants to maintain its independence from the Soviet Union. The American announcement of Soviet containment also effected many other nations because they then had the support of the American government if the Soviet Union were to become interested in their country.

