United States announces Marshall Plan

· Western Nations of Europe. Secretary of State George Marshall. Soviet Union was offered aid.

· With the Marshall Plan, weak, vulnerable Western European countries would be given aid by the United States to help rebuild their economies and militarys. Aid was also offered to the USSR, but it was refused as the United States wanted to monitor the funds, and it would have exploited the Soviet Union's economical weaknesses. The results of the Marshall plan had increased quality of life within the countries that had received aid from the United States and had increased trade between these countries and the United States. Standards of livings between Western and Eastern Europe widened.

· The Marshall plan was formed on June 5, 1947. Due to the success of the Marshall Plan in Western Europe the plan had been extended with $13.2 billion more in aid from 1948 to 1952.

· The Marshall Plan had offered aid to 16 countries within Western Europe. Aid was also offered to the USSR but it was refused. The Marshall Plan had prolonged the Cold War because it had strengthened many countries military's and economies that were outside the Soviet Sphere that Stalin was interested in. The Marshall Plan played a role that affects us today because many countries that had received aid from the United States may have been took over by the Soviet Union if they were to never have received aid from the United States in the late 1940s.

· The Marshall Plan was formulated to help countries in Western Europe that had economies and military's too week to protect themselves against the Soviet Union. The Marshall plan was used to strengthen these countries military's, governments and economies.

· The Marshall Plan had strengthened the relationship between many of the superpowers within the US Sphere of Influence because many of the weak European countries were now receiving needed aid money that would help protect themselves against the Soviet Sphere of Influence and help rebuild their countries and economies. The relationship between the United States and Soviet Union soured further because now it would be much harder for Stalin to convince and takeover many of these countries as they now had stronger economies, governments, and were  receiving aid from the American government. The Marshall Plan affects the world modern day because many of the countries that had received aid from the United States in the late 1940s now have much stronger relations with the United States and other nations, especially Germany.

