Berlin Airlift

· The Soviet Union (Joseph Stalin), The United States (Harry Truman), Great Britain (Winston Churchill).

· During the Berlin airlift, all methods of transport into West Berlin with the exception of 3 air corridors had been blockaded. This included road and rail transportation. It was Stalins goal to impose blockades on West Berlin in hope that the United States and Great Britain would give up on West Berlin and would allow the Soviet Union to control all of East Germany. It was believed by many Berliners that the West would abandon them in the preventing of a third world war. However the West did not give up on West Berlin and flew coal and food into Berlin by plane. While they had limited rations and had to burn much of West Berlins wood supply, the Germans survived the winter. It was the threat of Nuclear War that had led Stalin to end the blockade in 1949. 

· The Berlin Blockade began on June 24, 1948 and had lasted through the winter until May 12, 1949. It was this date when Stalin had realized that the Blockade was ineffective and decided to end the blockade. As a result of the end of the blockade, on May 23, 1949 West Germany was declared to be the Federal Republic of Germany.

· The Berlin Blockade had occurred in East Germany and had blocked all methods of travel in to West Berlin with the exception of three air fields that were used to supply the city with essential items. The Berlin Airlift was significant to the development of the Cold War because it was the Soviets first major defeat against since the second world war.

· The Berlin Airlift occurred because while Western Germany was growing stronger, Eastern Germany was getting weaker. This had made Stalin realize that West Berlin was a nuisance to East Germany. He had then hoped that placing the Berlin Blockade on the Western Nations would drive them away as they would not be willing to protect a former enemy city. Stalin had also wanted to control all of Berlin as it was his nation that had liberated all of Eastern Germany, including Berlin.

· The Berlin Airlift improves the relations between West Germany, Great Britain and the United States because the US and Britain had sent in daily supplies for a year into West Berlin just to be able to save the city from being taken over by Stalin and Soviet Union. However relations between The USSR and the US bittered because it had been the Soviet Union's first major defeat since the end of the second world war. The Berlin Blockade had affected the lives of West Berlin because they had been isolated from West Germany completely and the only method of survival for them was to eat to dehydrated food that had been flown in by American planes for almost an entire year.

