Korean War

· North Korea, South Korea, United States (Harry Truman), Soviet Union (Joseph Stalin), China, Philippines, Britain, France, Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan

· With Stalin's encouragement, North Korea had crossed the 38th parallel and invaded South Korea. Hours later the United States had ordered immediate assistance to South Korea in the suppression of spread of communism in the Pacific. The Americans believed that if they failed to support South Korea that it would be an act of betrayal. Truman than through the Security Council of the UN has branded the North Koreans as aggressors and immediately requested assistance in dealing with the Korean crisis. As a result the United States had made a military agreement with the Philippines to have military bases within the Philippines. The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization was than formed as the United States as a protector in agreement for mutual defense. The United States than started sending technology and investment into Japan, encouraging Japan to rearm so it could defend itself against the communists, firmly placing Japan in the American sphere of influence. The Korean War had also catalyzed the rearming within Western Europe where the NATO defense budget rose some 300%? ($11.5 billion to $45 billion) in two years.

· The Korean War had begun on June 25, 1950 when the North Koreans invaded South Korea. In 1950 Mao of China had asked for aid from the Soviets, where Stalin gave $300 million in extended credit to Mao in exchange for Soviet Bases in Dalian and Lu shun. On August 30, 1951 the United States had made an agreement with the Philippines to rebuild naval and air force bases within the Philippines. On September 1, 1951 the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization had been formed (SEATO). 

· The Korean War had begun in Korea, where both North Korea and South Korea wanted to rule all of the peninsula. Branches resulting from the Korean War had spread out throughout much of Asia, where many nations had formed the SEATO which would be a defensive organization against communist advance and invasion within South East Asia. The Korean War was significant to the development of the Cold War because it was the beginning of communist expansion within the Pacific area, which had alarmed many Asian nations and the United States. The Korean War plays a significant role today because North Korea still maintaining a modern communist government, is still at war with South Korea.

· The Korean War had taken place because it was believed by Stalin and Kim Il-Sung that they would be able to take South Korea quickly and get South Korean support quickly with little American intervention. Also a victory for North Korea in the  Korean War would have been a powerful launching platform for Stalin to spread communism within the Pacific. Also a South Korean defeat would endanger the freedom of the Pacific and would eventually directly place a threat upon the United States.

· The relationship between the Soviet Union/North Korea and much of Western Europe/Asia would become more tense because Stalin was now attempting to spread communism in all directions of the globe. The beginning of the Korean War had quickly got the United States attention, formed alliances within South-East Asia to deter Soviet expansion and led to massive re militarization within Western Europe to prepare themselves against a possible Soviet invasion. The Korean War still affects the world today as North Korea and South Korea are still technically at war and the relationship between the United States and North Korea is extremely tense as North Korea now the ability to threaten the United States with possible use of Nuclear weapons.

