United States develops H-Bomb

Soviet Union develops H-Bomb

· United States (Harry Truman), Soviet Union (Stalin, Nikita Khrushchev)

· With the United States having Nuclear Weapons in active service since 1945, the Soviet Union was finally able to detonate its first Nuclear Bomb in 1949. Along with what was going on within Asia and Europe, this had started the red scare that lasted for three years. From here a Nuclear Arms race is fought between the Americans and Soviets for both Quantity of Nuclear Bombs and the technology embedded within these weapons. By 1961 the Soviets had built and tested the largest bomb ever, the Tsar Bomba which was estimated to be between 50 and 57 megatons in size. By the early 1950s, both the United States and the Soviet Union had developed the Hydrogen Bombs, a weapon that was much more powerful and used fusion as opposed to fission. 

· The United States had performed its first Nuclear Weapons test and use in August 1945 against Japan in the second world war. On September 22, 1949 Truman had announced that the Soviets had detonated their first test Nuclear weapon. On November 1, 1952 the United States had detonated its first Hydrogen bomb in the Marshall Islands. In August 1953 the Soviets had detonated their first megaton level Hydrogen bomb. On March 1, 1954 the United States detonated a 15 megaton bomb which had a 4.8km diameter fireball. On October 30, 1961 Khrushchev and the Soviets had launched the Tsar Bomba above the Arctic Circle in Siberia. The power of this bomb was between 50 – 57 Megatons.

· Fusion bomb development occurred within the United States and Soviet Union. Development within the United States occurred on Marshall Island and within the Deserts of the United States west. The Soviets had tested their bombs by the Aral Sea and Siberia. The development of the H-Bomb by both super powers was EXTREMELY significant to the development of the Cold War because now the United States no longer had a nuclear weapons monopoly and the use of Nuclear Weapons were real and used as black-mail against each and other. The development of Nuclear weapons greatly affects the world today because now many of the World' countries now possess or wish to possess Nuclear Weapons. This poses a problem because now the possibly of Nuclear Weapons getting into the wrong hands is real and could be deadly to millions of people.

· The development of Nuclear Weapons occurred because Nuclear Weapons are a weapon of mass destruction and are great to use as blackmail against a country. Also as proven in Japan in August 1945 Nuclear Weapons are very effective at solving a crisis that may be present. The Soviet Union also seeked the development of Nuclear Weapons to end the American monopoly of the weapon and to end the blackmail that was being placed against the Soviets by the United States.

· The development of the H-Bomb places the relationship between the Soviet Union and United States to the extreme. This is because both powers now possess Nuclear Weapons and they now fear that the H-Bomb may be used against them as they both now possess Nuclear Weapons. This affects many other nations of the world because now they feel the pressure present between the Soviet Union and United States and that these countries may be attacked by either superpower as they now possess the H-Bomb and have more leverage against the other countries of the opposing sphere and each other. The development of the H-Bomb had an effect on the world today because now many nations with aggressive governments such as North Korea and Iran are currently working on a nuclear weapons program.

